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I Jace with the Aged there is Wiſdome ,, ant wich grey hairs dif- '\= 
Ww eretion, it were a fin to doubt your readinielſe to hear, and ape- 
nefſe to conſider., what the meaneſt hath to offer , by way of 
clearing your paſigein ſodangerones: road as you are entering 
into CALF y Ne 9b *1 es! to the Tr Trial: of this teamed Lamb like 
Chriſtians, F 
© "And thoy i | 2h _— cauſes, experience may have fortif yout | 
ments; ſo as Adviſe may ſcem;preſumprion, yet in that yOPhave - 
ot eto doubr and to fear , that,you- ate; preſſed with theſe or! the * 
hy hg ſnares, e,thepugh the ſubtil lyings in wait, by which tnany holy, in-.. 
precious mens.liveshave; (even in this place ) be &* 
TJ fly 61 redo away. So therefore when you read the Books of the Mar 
» O75 of the Primiriye cimes,and of thoſe in the bloody: daick of Queen 
=. tary, or of rhe lefſer anguin daies of Queen: Z/izabeth,” yon tejoyce. * 
Wt Kecceding) joy-a you run-OVer yo lad ſtories; mee" 
INE. 
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your Predecefſfors hands in thoſe bloody Councels or proceedings, . * | 
add woutd not for ts gain che world-be your felves guilty of the like: 
Let therefore your proceedings be with circumſpetion,lc{t afore you 
ateaware, you are intangled paſt hopes, and do the things you have. 
ſo mfich Joathed in others.: 
And though you may all . ftand clear. in this matter in the ſight of - 
God, both inthe preſent and forall future times, be phraſed, accord- | 
'ing to your ſeveral places, zo confer what thoſe things are, wherein - 
perſans in the like places, and in. the like caſes, have bcen uſually | 
cars «mY it, will appear inall times, as in the preſent, that the firit f 
eyil which attends the Magiſtrates to incite and ſtirthem up againſt 
confcientious perſons, -is the miſtaken or uninformed zeal of Proſe- 
cutors, (of which no-time was ever wanting) who having got an or- 
dinance, or A of Parliament; the Decfee of a Councell, or Aflembly 
of Divines, declaring ſuck or ſuch opinions to be Blaſphemous, Here- 


® 


tical, or Schiſmatical, think they ftieed no more for their warrant, but " 
preſently fall to their buſtneſs, watching and ſpying over the works + 

and writings of conſcientibus perſons. Thus having by an-uncomely %h 
or uthandſome kind of diligence gotten ſomething, which they ſup- ' 


poſe Parliament Laws jndg Blaſphemy , inſtantly'they runtherewith 
unto the Magiſtrate, crying out Blaſphemy, Blaſphemy , never ſuch 
Blaſphemy ſince the world was created, name the perſons, the-place, ' 
the writings, and cry out for Juſtice, which in their ſenſe, is a preſent 
Teizure, and impriſonment of the perſon thus cried out on. Ws 
> Whataftcait now in this caſe is the Magiſtrate in, if he enquire af+ i 
— ter the Jultice of the Law, or the natare of the opinion againlt which '4 
EY Blaſphemy is cried, or after the peaceableneſs of the Party, or his re- { i] 
ſponſeableneſs or readineſs to appear, if he incline to ſend gently for % XF 
him, and-uſe not the urmoſt rigour his authority can warrant; he WA 
likewiſe for his meer ingenuity and humanity herein, incurs the cen- 
ſure of favouring Heretikes, Schiſmatikes, and Blaſphemers, ſo as th: 
Magiſtgate, even'againſt his own inclinations , is as it were ſurprized, 
and 1 ed by importunate elamors, to deal with godly peaceable 
people oftentimes, as with the moſt notorious Thieves, Harlots, and 
Maurtherers, ſending for them by like' Warrants, and no nay, but Bail 
muſtbe-refuſed, ſent to the ſame infamous priſons, as this Mr. Bile 
r0-Newgate,'to be tried for his life is a Blaſphemer. 
: Thisis the firſt evil the Magiſtrate is liable to'in occaſions of this na- 
eure, and is the cauſeof: all ſutceeding evils, and being ſo,how neceſ- | 
fary'is it for all Honorable perſonsin Authority to ſtand upon their | 
TY | * Guard: | 
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Guard againſt ſuch dangerous a, as theſe, which if yeelded unto, 
in the end draweth on them that fearful ſentence, James 5. 6. Te have 
condemned and killed the juſt, and he doth not reſiſt you;a heavy ſentence, 
and due to too many of your Predeceflors in this place, for want of a . 


i timely and conſcionable conſiieration of the dangerneſs of the thing 
/ - '- theyhad in hand, God evert it from your Honorable Society. 
| . -» All agree that it isbeſt to kill remptation in the bud,and therefore 


to be provided againſt theſe clamotous onſets, is the beſt part of pre- 
vention, to which end it is requiſice to be skilful in the conditions of 
Mi theſe, (viz. Mr.T homas Underhill, Luke Faure, Nathanacl Webb 5 and 
E-- George Calvert)and the like Informers alſo in the true nature of Blaf- 
phemy, and to be able to diſtinguiſh of opinions, and to try them by 
ſome more certain Touchſtone, then by the imperfet Vore of Parlia- 
ments,Synods,Councels or Aſſemblies,al which haye moſt grofly erred, 
frequently condemned Truth for Error , nay eſtabliſhed Error by a 
Law, and ſupprefſed the moſt certain Truths, by which the moſt righ- 
| teons and godly in this Nation have under pretence of Law, which ts 
; grievous injuſtice,been baniſhed, impriſoned, tormented murthered. 
' As to the condition of theſe Informers, how good zh eſteem foever 
$ ſome mag have of them, yet they are very like unto thoſe tumultuous 
perſons in A: 16.19. who caught Pas! and S:/a,and drew them into 
the Market place unto theRolers,and brought them to theMagiltrates, / 
ſaying, T he/e men, being Jews, do exceedingly trouble our City and teach 
cuſtoms which are not lawful for us to receive, nor to obſerve, being Ro> _ 
| mans. Hcre was a ſpecious pretence, as if the trouble of the City lay \. 
t. heavy at their hearts, and ſet the men to.complain;and it is like enough 
1 the Magiſtrates belicved them to be well-meaning people, zealous of 
LY Ahe o0d and quiet of their Country,nor ever had been otherwiſe uns 
> derſtood, bur that it pleaſed the holy Spirit of God, for diſcovery. of 
. ſuch Hypocrites, and for forewarning all Magiſtrates againſt ſuch cha- 
morous deceivers, to demonltrareyn the 16. v. that the true caaſe of 
| | their complaint was the loſs of their gains,which they wickedly.-made 


out of the Damſels evil Spirit of Divination , whom Pax! catt our. 
Whereunto agreeable is that alſo of Demetrrizs,in As 19.where their 
S2in by making ſhrines being in danger to be raken away by Pazls 
DoArine, he and his Accomplices {licks notiby hs clamors to putthe 
whole City into an uproar; ſo you ſee it is, no'ncw thing , for fear of 
loſs,and hope of gain,to move the Springs of the heart with a wicked 
| - ſuggeſtion, when the tongue and face lpeaks nothing. but Rehgion 
and publike zeal;and if the ways of Informers in all former Ages were 
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hooked into, even from the + |. in the Primitive times; to 
che times of Zoby Huſs, Jerom of Prague, William of England, and 
throughout all rhe daies of Queen Mary, Qu Elizibeth, King Fares, 
and King Charles, ( through all which times , more or lefs, there was 
perſecution for Conſcience) it was groſly manifelt, that fear of loſs, 
and hope of gain, were the only or.chief,m5tives to all the Informets, 
fo as at beſt it renders theſe ſuſpeRed, and they may be as guilty as ary 
of the former, though they themſettes perceive ic ror, for the heart is 
deceitful above all things, nor doth any thing beaum the conſcience, 
and blind the vnderſtanding ſo much,as fear of lofs, and hope of gain, 

And if theſe mens waysbe thought on, it will' be more then prob3- 
ble, that they are not clear in this matter, being for the molt pare 
Bookſellers; it's known that Books of Divinity are their ckiefeſt ale, 


both 1n Sermons and other Treatiſes,and rhat they buy;and ſomtimes 


pay dear for their Copies. Now the opinions which are charged upon 
Mc.Bidle,are croſs and contradiory to the grounds of their moſt ita. 
ple Copies, and to the main part of their ſale, and conſequently threa- 
tens their gain: Ts there not then a trong provocation upon their ſpi- 
rits to withſtand ſuch Dodrines,and to take up the ſame courſe to dv 
it;by ſtirring up the Magiſtrate to impriſon and put to death ſuch Bl.(- 
Phemers, for leſs they cannot call him,to have him eff-Aually lilenced. 

If it be not thus, why of all ſorts of men that daily have heard .and 
read Mr, Bidles jadgment, without trouble or regret of mind , nay 
- (though nor of his ju&gmeat, yer honoring and highly cſtceming of 
him for his manifelt piety of life and'great learning ) why (ſhould the 
/ Traders in books be ſo violent agzinſt him, as that nothing bur his hfe 


LL will ſatisfie them? Why have not ſome of thoſe who often hear him? - 
Why not ſome of the private Churches, that are moſt of them oppoy  .. 


fite in judgment? Why have not they perſecuted him, and in detelta 


rion of his opinions forced him before the Magiſtrates, ſo to priſon <. 


and perſecute him to the death ? Do they all of them, and 81! other 
conſcientious people want zeal to God,to Chriſt,and to the holy Spi- 
rit, to ſet them on? Nay, why ſtartle they not, but on the contrary,di- 
yers of the gzthered Churches,and other well-aff:Red perſons, petiti- 
on his Highneſs appear againſt his moleſtation, and carneſtly preſs for 
kis liberty; but becauſe they know whatever his judgment is, the- way 
to make him of another belief , is not by impriſonment or fear of 
death, (Chriſt nor his Apoſtles having left any ſuch rule) but by ad. 
micting the =r_u in difference to be freely difpured and examined, 
and a8 vbe weble Berenns, to ſearch the Seriptmres whether theſe things are 
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| fo o- no. Somwht muſt be the macrer that theſe Bookſellers thus beftie 
4 themſelves above others, whereforeit-is the beſt and ſafeſt courſe for 
| the Maziſtcate upon ſuch ſtrong preſumprion, to provide againſt the 
\ worlt, and co conclude them at belt bur dangerous Info:mers, moſt 
{\ perniciqus counſellors, and not in the leaſt co be ſwayed by heir ſpe- 
3 cious pretences of zral, but to ſuſpect all their ſuggeliions , as pro- 
cecding from covecrous and-corrupt hearts ; for were they indeed ſo 
ſeafivle of Chcifts Honor as they would be thoughr, cercainly you 
would find chem firſt purging their own ſhops of all kinds of Popill:, 
and wanton {currilous books, invented purpolely to corrupt and vyi- 
tiate youth, or if they can excuſe chemſclyes herein, which ſome will 
not ctedir,yet they cannot but know ſuch as thoſe are thick and thcee- 
fold ſvld round about them, and yer their zeal burns not that way at 
- all, rhe reaſoa whereof, whar can it be, bur that it oppoſeth not their 
way of gin,clſe would not they off-r one Petition more in behalf of 
the Proteſtant cauſe, forthe ſuppreſſing ſuch Books ,.and the impri- 
ſoning ſuch perſons as writes them, who nautiate youth, and hath no 
pretence of Conſcience from the Word of God to ſhelcer them, bur - 
that, I ſay, it hinders not th-ir way of-gain, as they underſtand M.Z:- 
dles Books, DoRtrins,or Opinions do,which makes-them ſo maliciouſly 
zealous Igainlt him, and co ler the others go ſcot-free. - | 
F Magiltrates were they thus rightly informed. of the condition 0 
theſe informers, and thus ſtrongly armed againſt ſuch clamorous zee» 
lors, they would not ſo ſuddenly,nor ſo reproachfully diſpoſe of the 
perſons of men fearing God, as throughout all former times was las, . 
| --mentably done,and ſomwhat too much.in Mr.Bid/es caſe; they would * 
L * *then have time to-deliberate upon the matter, beforethey ſent a man; 
: > to priſon, they then, no doubt, would exerciſe their own judgments, 
as Chriſtians, and ſee what is alledged againſt any man , and deal as 
becometh Chriſtian Magiltrates,according to the known and revealed 
Word of Chrift manifelted in the holy Scriptures. | 
Which word of Truth, being not yea and nay, as Parliaments, Ge- 
geral Counceis, Synods, and Aſlemblics have all proved in the moſt + 
material points in Religion, as your Honors, th: Bench, and Jury 
cannot but effeQually know : For one Councel determining that the 
( Son of God was the moſt high God,another Councel, as namely that 
--4\ of Ariminuw,confiſting of no leſs then four hundred Bilhops,decrees 
V\ point blank ; as we are wont to w/ 22inſt the former, that the Son 
of God was not the moſt bigh Go the a diſtin Efſence from him, 
0 and ſubordinate unto him, This toy" 
ced, 
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ced, toſbew the mutability of Councels.as alſo to ſhew how cautious 
you ſhould be of putting ro. death a ſearned man for that opinion, 
which ſo many learned and famous men, not only have been, bur Riil 
are in the world of his opinion, 2s you (ball hear ,'1f you enquire of 
thoſe who have been in Poland, Holland, &c. 
This blefed unerring.rule, ( viz. the holy Scripture) to Conſcience, "Tv 
being ſincerely looked-into, it will impartially diſcover,both to Judg 
- and Jury,what M.Bidles opinions are,and how he is to be dealt with- 
all concerning them, without a ſingle ear given, whereunto the Laws | 
of Parliaments may ſoon cauſe youall to be n oft grievous tranſpreſ. 
ſors of the Laws of God , arid ro be more. guilty in his light”, before | 
whom one day you muſt all be judged, then thoſe Priſoners you con- | 
demn. Whatſoever therefore the Law of the Lord fayes to your un- | 
derſtandings inthis caſe of M,F54les,let none byno arts draw you from -* | 
enquicing into the Seriptures for ſarisfaRtion in every particular, 

In which enquiry, though your Honor, Mr, Recorder, and the whole 
Honorable Bench are ali highly concerned to look unto 1t, that you 
may acquit your ſ<lyes before the judgment ſeat of Chritt, and be a. 
ble to render an account with joy. : p 


Yer you good men of the Jury are more neerly concerned to be ex- 
aQt and faithſul therein, for it s your Verdi, your guilty or not guil- 
ty, that ſaves,or deſtroyshis life, which you are mainly to note,and to 
lay to heart, and ro be all along mindful of ir, that if you pronounce 
him guilty. (which God defend ) you do not only had him guilty of 
Fpeaking ſuch or ſuch words,or of writing and pabliſhing ſuch or ſuch 
- Books, bur in pronouncing him, Suilty upon ether of the Inditments, 
> you pronounce him a Felon,and.defervedly to die; fo that unleſs in e- 
very one of your conſcienceshe appears worthy to die as a Felon, you 
are in-conſcience bound to pronounce him not guilty, otherwiſe you 
may be his deſtroyers before you are” aware, to your perpetual gricf 
and anxiety of ſpirit, foro it befel rhe Jury that were the Tryers of 
M.Udall;a worthy Minifter of Gods Word in Queen E/izaberhs days, 
he was Indited for High Treaſon, in making and publiſhing a certain co 
Book againſt the Government of the Bithops, ard though there was 
no dire@, but a ſcambling ſhadow of a/proof, and thongh rhe Books | 
duly con{idered,contained no colovr of Treaſon or other c1jme , no | 
more therrM. Beates of Felony, but fuch as the times fince have proved / 
as true as Truth its felf, yer the Jury not thinking tn pronouncing bim ! 
gmlty; they had pronounced htm guilty of Treaſon, and rodir as a 
Traytor, ſuppoſing they had only declared him gutity of making the_ WY - | 
| | Bovuk, 
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| Book, hereupon they brought him in guilty;but when after the Judpes' 
| ſentence of death againſt him, which they never in the leaſt intended, 
that they found what they had done, they were confounded in them- 
ſelves, and would have done any thing in the world co have revoked 
\ their Verdit, when alas it was too Jate,and therefore you are to be ex- 
ceeding careful in this ne ngever to pronounce him guilty, 
| - unleſs your conſciences are firlt ſatisfied he ought not to live, but to 
| die as a Felon,which is 2] together impoſſible,it you ſhall ſeriouſly and 
| . deliberately weigh all circumſtacees rouching the man & his opinions. 
| 'For firlt, as to rhe man, he is fo free from being queſtioned for any * 
| the leaſt blemilh in his life and converſation,that the Informers them- 
I ſelves have been heard to admire his (trickt exemplar life, full of mo- ” 
| deſty, ſobriety and forbearance , no ways contentious touching the 
| oreat things of the world, but altogether taken up with the things" of 
God revealed-in the holy Scriptures, wherein his-ſtudy diligence, and 
attainments have been ſo great that his knowledg therein is of as ready 
Y uſe as a Concordance, no part thereof being named, but-be preſently 
| cites the Book, Chapter, and ver. eſpecially throughout the Books of 
the New Teſtament, where all the Epiſtſes he car-ſay by heart out of 
the Greek-Tongue, andwithal can read the Greek in Engliſh, and the 
Engliſh in\Greek fo readily, as a mancan do the meer Engliſh,fo care-* 
fully hath he been rightly to underſtand them. As:to the Juſtice and® 
integrity of his heart, his wayes have manifeſted , that he would not 
difemble, play the Hypocrite, or deal fraudulently with any man to * 
fave his life; ſuch is he certainly, as is known to very many perſons of % 1 
worth and credit in Zo»don, ſo as he isfar from being ſach a Monſtee- Wn 
as many have believed him to be, through the uncomely and unchriſti-" 
an-like clamours of his Accuſers, 

For his opinions you have heard at large, and frequently with what” 
he is charged not to believe, be pleaſed to be ſo juſt co your ſelves and* 
him, as to giveear, and ſerioufly-to note what he profeſſeth, and is 
known to believe, there being a cloud of Witneſſes ready to teſtifie 
that he makes it his glory to canfeſs with his mouth the Lord Jeſus to 

f be his Lord and his God, according to the Scripture, Joh 20.28, to be 

| his Saviour, As 5.31, and by him doth believe in God, who raiſed him 

from the dead, and gave him glory,1 Pet, 1.21: Having fet him at his 

\ risht hand, Angels, Authorities,and Powers being made ſubjeRto him; 

and that he is made unto us of God, Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Sanih- 
£4 cation and Redemption, 1 Cor.3.30. That he is the only begotten Son 

| - of God, and to be honored as the Father, John 5.23. "that it is he that 
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-3-ordained of God to be Jadg of quick and dead ,e Af 15:41. thathe © 
_ Author of eternal lite 4 ali thoſe that obey him, Heb.y.9. that - 
| there is no other name under heaven given among men, whereby we 
mult be ſaved, 4.4.1 2.that his Blood is the Blood of the new Cove- 

. . nant that is ſhed for many for the remiſſion of fins, «Mar. 26,18. and 
that be is able to ſavethem- to. the uttermoſt that come unto God by 
him, Heb.7.25. How then, or upbn what ground can any man juſtly © 
term-him.a Blaſphemer ? he concetveth to be according to the Scrip- 
tures; if further then this he underſtands not, and for want of under- 

ſtanding perceiveth not the Scriptures, do maintain Chriſt the Son to 
be coequal,coeternal,and coefſential, with God the Father, and there- 
upon ſhould deny Chriſt to be the moſt high God , (hall he be put to 
death for ic? Surely none can ſuppoſe a man of ſo much learning, diſ- 
cretion, and picty, can do this malicioully, with fullparpoſe todrſho- 
nor the Lord Chriſt, whom he ſo much rruſteth in, and honoreth, as is 
before exprefied; nay, can it be ſuppoſed, but thathe who attribures 
ſo much honor to him, as thoſe Scriptures forecited manifeſt, would 
with all bis ſoul render him all whacfoever by any other Scriptures he 
undesſtogd to be his due? nay, the leaſt meaſure of charity may very 
readily admit, that if. ſuch'a pious man-as he is deny him an pare of 
honor, that he doth it, becauſe he conceives that granting of it would 
be to his diſhonor, and chat he did believe he would be much diſplea«- 
fed to have it attribuced unto him; ſhall this fear, and watineſs in him 
find (admit that it were evidently an Error in his judgment) no lowey 
 ritle then Blaſphemy? and for this, will nothing ſatisfic the Informers- * 
L& bur his life? What thoughts have theſe men of the Lord Chriſt , thats” 
y” came not to deſtroy, but to fave mens lives ? that will not break the © 
bruiſed Reed, nor quench the ſmoaking Flax; that called nor the $.44- * 
auces Blaſphemers , nor Heretikes, nor denounced judgment upon 
them,cither of impriſonment or death,no though they came to rempe 
him, though they denicd the ReſurreRtion, and ſaid, there was neither 
Angel nor Spirit; yea ſo far was our moſt merciful Lord Chriſt from 
fo.harfh a ſpirir, thst he ſaith, Zohn 12.47,48, If ary man hear my words, 
and believe not.,them, | judg him #o!, the word that 1 have ſpeken,the [ame 
foall juag bim at the laft day : and rebuketh thoſe, Lyke 9. 54. Who 
through. a r:{h unadviſed zeal , (mach like what ar beſt appearerth in 
theſe Proſe cutors)that would have called for fire from heaven to have 
conſumed the Samaritans, ſaying, 7s know not what ſpirit you are of; a 
ſentence worthy to be written in letters of Gold, in every place of 
Judicature inthe workd;bur eſpecially'in the hearts of all men truſted; 
aS you are,with the lives of men, 7 mr 
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ER Far ks and Infidels are allowed, in order to their converfion, to ask any 
© —veſtions concerning God, Chriſt, or the Holy Spiric, to affirm, or deny, 
3 they ſee cauſe, without being termed Blaſphemers for ſo doing , yea, 
=> - rather pity their miſtakings ; nay the Jews that ſpeak ſuch opprobrious 
=>” Jangnage of Chriſt, as 1s not ficto. be repeated ; denying not only his 
py Godhead, bur his moſt holy and heavenly Conception, yet are they not 
impriſoned, nor Indifted for Blaſphemers, nor moleſted, but ſuffered to 
 Lvequietly amongſt us, for which way elſe ſhall they ever be converted 
to the Faith of Chriſt?Why then is it ſo hainous a thing in M.Biale to ſay 
he doth deny this or that opinion of Chriſt,to that end it may be proved 
by Scripture? Why doth not ſome zealous perſon (hew him wherein he is 
miſtaken, without calling him a Blzphemer? Will it ſuffize ro quit a man 
from the guilt of ſuch an ignominious appellation , to believe every ar- 
ticle of the Apoſtles Creed,if it will,it is then moſt certain this good man 
Mr.Ziale, believes all and every Article thereof, in every reſpeR, as they 
are there expreſſed? If this wilt not ſuffize, but that eAthenaſirxa his Creed 
mult in every circumſtance be believed alſo , or thoſe that cannot under- 
ſtand it, and conſequently cannot believe it in all points, ſhall be deemed 
Blaſphemers, by moſt, afluredly it would be thought too harſh a judge» 
ment ; for do you bat obſerve with whar fatisfaQion, with how much a» 
Jacrity the conſcience cloſeth with the former ſaying, 1 befievein God, the 
Father eAlmigbty, maker of heaven and earth , and im Jeſus ( brift bu onely 
Son our Loyd, which was conceived by the Holy Ghoſt, born of the Virgin Ma- 
Iy, ſuffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and bnried, deſcended 
into bell, the third day he ariſe ag ain from the dead, and aſcended into heaven, 
and fitteth at the right band of God, the Father Almighty, from thence be | 
"ſhall come to judge both the quick, and the dead: 1 believe in the Holy Ghia 
the Holy Catheliqne (\burch, the Communion of Saints, the firgivtul, of 
the Reſurreftion of the bedy, and the life everlaſiing. There being no Par- 
ticle of this Belief , (as Mr. Bi4le vſeth ro affirm) but that even in ſpeak- 
ing, it preſents a plain place of Scriptnre to the minde for proofe 
thereof, | 
Whereas in reciting that of «Lerbezaſias, ( which was the pround of 
that Ordinance of the Lords and Commons, in making it Blaſphemy to 
affirm ſo, and ſo, concerning Chriſt and the Holy Spirit ) what infinite 
doubts and ſcraples do ariſe ? as where ir is ſaid, Foy there is ene perſon of 
tÞe Father, another of the Son, and another of the Holy Ghoſt, but the God- 
head of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt is all one, the olery equal, 
the Majeſty coeternal; ſuck as the Father, ſuch u the Son. and ſuch is the Ho 
ty Ghoſt ; the Father nncreate, the Son — and the Holy Ghoſt uncreate, 
the 
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comprehenſible ; the Father eternal. the $1n ete-nal and the Holy Ghoſt eter= 
nal, and yet they ave not three eternals but one eternal ; as alſo there are no 
three incomprehenſibles , nor three uncreated, but one uncreated. and one in- 


Holy Ghoſt almighty ; and yet there are not three alm'ghiies, but one almigh- 
ty,&c. And in this Trinicy none is before nor after another, none is great- 
er or leſſer then another, but the whole three perſons be coeternal roge- 
ther, and coequal, &c. | 
le is true, moſt men of years living in this Nation, have through breed- 
ing and cuſtomie been formerly uſed .to recite this Creed, as what thc 
did believe, buc how few there were'that did truly underſtand it, that is, 
that did truly believe what they ſaid, and ſeemed to believe, you can now 
yery eaſily judg;nay how'glad would al ingenuous( hriſtians be, that theſe 
difficulties might without danger be clearly diſcuſſed, by ſtrength of Scri- 
pture, that ſo men mighe no longer have things run in-their mind, as be- 
lieved by them, which in. deed and in truth they do not underſtand , nor 
are able co render a reaſon of the hope that is in them, touching many of 
the particulars, which is no betcer then hypocrific and- groſs ſuperltition, 
for though men may hide their hearts from- men , yet from. themiclves 
and from God they cannot hide them. , 
Now becauſe Mr Bidle hath labouredin this work, to enquire how 
theſe obſcure difficulc expreſlions in this Creed are proved-in Scripture, 


been contented to take up other opinions concerning God, according to 
| the currenr of Interpreters of our times,but ſtill ground himſclt upon the 


Forthy co live. | | 
Bur jt is hoped with you he will find a much more charitable and 
Chriſtian eſteem, for what at worſt can be alledged againit him, or what 
can warrant the taking away of his life. Þ 
For admit the words or Books ſhould be fully proved againſt him,and 
that you\ſhould think ſuch Accuſers and Witneſſes worthy of belicf,when 
- not the glory of God, or of Chriſt, but their own gaia hath ſet chem on. 
© Admit that mens lives may be.taken away by ay Ordinance of the Lords 
. | and Commons, out of time of Parliament , which will not be granged, 
' England being to be ruled by ARs,not Ordinances, ſo as therein alſo the 


#ho Father incomprehenſible, the Son incomprehenſible, anl the Holy G'oft 145 


comprehenſible ; ſo likew ſe the Father 1s almighty, the Son almizhty, and the 


which he taketh for the foundation of his faith ; and becauſe he hath nor 


Scripture, for this cauſe only is he now-a priſoner, and for no cther ; for- 
s cauſe, and none other, doth his Accuſers,the Informers,deem him un« - 


foundation fails, for he is tried upon no other, bur an Ordinance. Again, 
| ſuppoſe the Ocdinance,Lawgthere is nothing of obltinacy a” d the . 
# : | In iRtment | 


f 
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" TndiAment againſt Mr. Biadle, without which he doth not off-nd a 


be reftr ain'd from, but ſhall be protefted in the profeſſion of the Faith, and ex- 4 


ainſt 

it; but were the Ordinance in force, it direQts the priſoner to be Indicted 
the next Goal delivery, but M.Bsd/e was not Indifted till the ſecond Goal 
delivery, after complaint and imprifonmert, wherefore the Ocdinance is 
not purſued, but the time prefixed elapſed. Yet further, admit there were 
an AR, and in force, yet that a Parliament can be truſted in matters of 'Re- 
ligion and Conſcience, the Scripture never warranted., men cannot truſt, 
becauſe they mult obey, not whar Parliaments eſtabliſh, -but -what the 
Scripture ſaith to-their particular Conſciences ; So.as:if Parliaments under- 
ſtand the Scriptures one way, and yon another , wherker are you to yeeld 
to their ſenſe or your own ? whether are you :to believe and worſhip as 
they direR, or as you judg your ſelves direted bythe Word of God ? fo ” 
that the making of Laws by Parliaments in matters. of Religion, Faith, and 
Gods Worſhip, which God never did, and men;cannottruſt them withal, 
ſo that a)though this Ordinance were an AR; znd-were not annihilated by 
the inſtrument of Governmene, as indeed it is in'Mr;B34les caſe, you could 
not with innocent conſciences find him guilty upon ir. If. Mr. Bidle be 
not proreRed by the inſtrument, none are; for you will find it evidently 
intended by the 36. 37. and 38. Articles, which ſay thus; | 
36 That to the publique profeſſion held forth, none ſpall be compelled by pe* 
nalties, or otherwiſe, but that-e-deavonrs be uſed to win them by ſound D6+ 


Arine, and the example of a good converſation. 


37 That (uch as profeſs Faith in God by Jeſus {rift (though differing in 
judgment from the dotFrine, wor ſhip, or diſcipline publikely held forth) ſhall not | 


erciſe of their Religion ſo a4 they abuſe not this liberty, to the civil injury of 
thers,and to the all ual diſturbance of the Publike Peace on their parts , prov 
ded this liberty be not exten*ed to Popery or Prelacy , nay to ſuch, as under the . 
profeſſion of (hrift, hold forth and pra iſe licentionſneſs. | | 
3% That all Laws, Statmtes, Ordinances, and clauſes in any Law, State, 
and Gay to the contyary of the afere{aid liberty, ſhall be eſteemed as nidtl 
a'"d ord. $26 ; "MN 
Mr. 3:4}: now profeſſeth Faith in God by Jeſus Chriſt, and that truly, 
not notionally; and as the compilers of the. inſtrument by their words 
ſhe w us they Cid intznd';- Asfor Popery, Prelacy, teaching or praQtifing 


ticemtioufneſs, fo free is he from theſe, as none rtzx*ch him with it , How 


then can it be, that his differing if judgment from the doQtine, worſhip, . 
or diſcipline publikely held forth, ſhould exclude him any more then any 
other man in the Nation from proteRtion in the profeſſion of the Faith, 
and exerciſe of hisReligion, ſince he wy abuſeth this liberty, to = | 

| 3 civil} - 
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civil injury of others, nor doth any thing to the diſturbance of the pub- _ 


like Peace on his part, but on the contrary, demeaneth himſelf peaceably 

and quietly, as becometh a Chriſtian, and exhorteth others to do the like. 

- ,  Thetrue ſenſe and meaning of theſe Articles, or of the intention of the 
Law-makers thereof, you can no otherwiſe know, from any perſon or per- 
ſons whatſoever, ſo as to be ſatisfaRory to your conſciences, but from the 

words and expreflions themſelves which do molt evidently and plainly af- 

.ford M Bale protection from all Laws and Ordinances before made, and 
from all kinds of trouble and mol:ſtation. | 

As for proving any the opinions alledged againſt him to be Blaſphemy 
in the Scripture ſenſe, is impoſſible to be made appear, | 

It is true.indeed by the Law of Moſes, a Blaſphemer was to be put to 
| death, and you hear often that Scripture urged, to incite youto judg ſuch 

co death, as are at any time indiaed here for Blaſphemy; bur you are td be 
aware of Scripture miſapplied, there being no ſpeedier way to miſery and 
deſtruRior,Chriſtians being not to be ſwayed in their judgments and con- 
fciences by the rule of che Law of Moſes , but by the precepts and exam- 
ples of Chriſt and his Apoſtles : Yet if Mr.B:i4/e were to be tried by the 
Law of Moſes, unleſs it do appear, that by the Law of doſes, theſe things, 
or words, or books in the IndiAments are declared to be Blaſphemies, or 
ſuch crimes, as for which men ought to die ( which that declareth not } 
there would be no ground at all from thence to proceed againſt him, 

And as for any warrant from the New Teſtament, you have heard al- 
xeady how gently. Chriſt himſelf dealt with the misbelieving Saddxces; as 
with thoſe that would not receive his Word, and how he reproved 
» ſach as would have had fire. from heaven to:conſume the Samaritass ; fo 
2s from thence nothing will ever juſtly be raiſed to endanger his life in 
your hands, nay, not to countenance his leaſt moleſtation. 

For let the utmoſt that can be urged from theſe places, by the miſap- 
plication of which, many a well mcaning Judg and Jury man hath been 
in this place miſled, to the ſad deſtrnAtion of many innocent men fearing 
God, for the daies are ſtill in remembrance, and will never be forgotten, 
whenas Parliaments were ſo unchriſtianlike buſie in making Laws in mar- 
ters of Religion, touching Faith, and the Worſhip of God, that amongſt 
other ſnares laid co intrap good mens lives, they enated to this effeR, 
That whoſoever ſhould deny the very Body and Blood of Chri#t to be really in 
the Bread and Wine, after the words of Conſecration, ſhould be put to death, as 
bring an Heretique or Blaſphemer. Whereupon divers Informers of thoſe 
times ſet themſelves, and were by the then Clergy ſecretly put on, to lay 
in wait, and gather up ſuch words, as rendred enquiring ——_ 

wantc 
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| halling and driving multitudes before the Biſhops, who ſoon ſentenced 
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| r3) | 
which were willing to be carefied of che truth of ſo ſtrange a myſtery ob- 
no&iousto their cruelty, molt of the Informers being Bookſellers, whoſe 
trade was ſure to fail, in caſe this myſtery, of which their Books were full 
ſtnffed, hould be, proved but a deluſion, beſtirred themſclves to purpoſe, 


them, and turned them over to the civil Magiſtrates,to be put to death for 
Blaſphemy and Hereſie, 

Where by the way, your. Honor, and the Honorable Bench, and eſpect- 
ally you good men of the Jury, are to-obſerve with what reyerence, nay, 
with what adoration, this error, this the groſſeſt error in all Popery,, (as 
Mr. Bale uſeth co call it) was every where believed, and no marvet when- 
as Parliament Law had made it deathco diſpute or deny it; and then how 
here in England, where liverty of debating and diſputing this myſterious, 
Poinc hath veen long time admitted ; this groſs error hath been wrought 
out of moſt mens underſtandings, (which effcAually ſheweth.the real ne- 
ceſlity and benefic of freedome in'diſpute, and arguing of all points, none 
excepted; and what enemy to the truth thoſe are, this Chriſtian liberty) 
yer ſtil] to this day , where Laws of State govern in matters of Religion, 
and where conſcience and diſcourſes are overawed.with Laws of Impriſon-. 
ments, Baniſhments, and:death, as in-moſt of the. Popilk Dominions they 
are, there this groſle error, which now through Gods mercy appears to e- _ 
very conſiderate perſon one of the greateſt and moſt palpable myfteci:s of * 
1niquity,is neverrheleſſe admitred, and received with the ſame, if not high=. ? 
er reſpeR and admiration then ever, which ſhews alſo of what Tribe and ' 
Kiadred thcy are, that would have ſerled here again in thls Nation a £0- :; 
ercive or conſtraining power in matters of conſcience, belief, and the wats; 
{1.7 of God, | 

And eruly, whilſt you have this myſterious poigt of the real preſence of 
Chrilts Fleſh and Blood in the Szcrament, and = but wonder how it. 
ſhould enter into mans heart to be believed, it being ſo expreſly contrary 
ro every ones perſeverance, taſting therein very Bread, and very Wine, e- 
yen after the words of Conſecration. whilſt you haye this in mind, and 
through how many difficulties, and impoſlibilities , and wrackings of the 
underſtanding by Lopkfnce and ſubtil arguments, men were. made to be- 
lieve, thar they did believe the real preſence tobe chere, when it was im- 
poſlible for any, though they ſaid they did ſo much as co underſtand it, 
for ſo grofle anerror did never appear a reality or truth to the underſtand- 
ing. Br pleaſed, whilſt your thoughts are thus imployed, to refleR upon the 
opinions which are charged upon M.Bidle,which for more eafie conſidera- _ 
tion preſent themſelves in this form, That be 7 indifted as a Blaſphemer, for 
denying che Unit in Trinity, and the Trinity in Unity , that the Father is the 
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be, * *(14) ; | 
; mo#t bigh God, the Son the moſt high Go1,, and the Holy Ghoſt the moſt bigh 
. God, and theſe ave not three moſt b1gb Gods , | ut one moj: high Goa. This any 
man may affirm he bclieverh , at:d moſt men do affirm they do believe ir, 
and it is like the informets would.not ſcruple to ſwear they do believe it, 
- 3s thoſe of the former times, no doubt, would have ſworn, they both un- 
derſtood, and believed the res] preſence 1n the Sacrament ; bue dealing 
clearly and conſcientiouſly with your own hearts,[s not chis a myſtery molt 
difficult to be underito0d? Can any thing be more myltertous ? Do you i- 
- magine that one of an hundred underſtancs it, who yet through fear of the 
'-Law, and awe of death, ſaves he believes it ? Is any point in Chniſtianity 
..more obſcure in Scripture? Why did not. Athenaſins athx thoſe places of 
Scripture to his Creed, upon which he grounds his judgment ; whereas in 
. Place whereof, he giv. s you only this for proof, That zs we be compelled 
| by the Chriftian verity to believe, what in this his Creed he afhrms ouphe 
* to be believed, fo, faith he, ace we forbidden by the Catholike R. 'igion to 
acknon ledg whatſoeycr he therein denies. Now you know the Real Pree 
ſence was a lorgrime tere taken for a main part! of Chriſtian werity , and 
men werc interdited and forbidden, vider patn of death,to deny it by the 
Catholike Fel:gion; (for the Church of Rem: was thought to be no lefle 
then the Cath«i1ke unerring Church)ſo 25 this his {þ-i#tian verity, and chis 
| his Cathclike Religion, are in theſe times of enquiry bun ſ1:nder proofs,and 
., may very well admit of diſpure, and a demand ©? plain Sertpture proof to 
prove them, and it is a very hard caſexf men for argument ſake may not 
deny any thing Arhenafins therein affirms, or affirm 2ny thing he therein 
| denizs, the purpoſe ard intention being ro fee what Scriptures can be 
Wrought for full proof of the things d1ſpured ; nay, if any conſcientious 


| what offence is it to declare his thuughts, and to deny them 2 Every one 
| kno'rs by pro and conttuth comes to be eſtab) ſh: d,itis only error that re- 


w 1 


| quires No arguments or difpucations, but chat of Law, and the Sword on 
| irsfide, unhallowed weapons cocombar with error, truth being ever Van- 
-quiſher where thoſe odds are not:,)It is not denied, that the mot? my ſtcri- 
| out opinions may be true, but ir muſt be only. Seripture that proves them 
| ſo, and then if freedom of diſpuce and argument be allowed, the more 
theſe truths are oppoſed or denied, the clearer the truth ever appcartth , 
| truth being like £2=t houſe builr upon the Rock, that itzr.ds the firmer for 
\ being afſanited; error ike the houſe builtuponr the Sand , which had need 
| kcep oppoſition far from her by the, out works of Law, and threzts of 
| death, for ſo you ſee it ſpeeds beſt; and/contiones tongeſt', as that aboumi. 


ry and Law, was with the flight«t arguments, andeven with Scriptures 5» 
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{riftian ſhall really chink Arhen«fivs miſtaken in his myſterions opinions, | 


\nableerror of the Real Preſence, which wivlſt hedged about by Authort- | 
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buſed, able, and did even in this place deprive many of Gods dear ones of 
their libertics, yea of their very lives, by the moſt cruel tormenting deaths ' 
their malicious Proſecutors and Informers could deviſe. | 

An Heretiqu? he was that denied the Real Preſence, that the Parlizment . 
Law enacted, aid an Heretique or Blaſphemer muſt be put to death , that 
alſo the Partiament took care for: They. alſo made the poor beſotted 
ſapecſtitious people belicye,thar it ſuffized not,except the Scriptures war- 

} ranted it; ai:d rherefore they never failed to urge the Scripture in Terws 

| 3-10.11, A manthat is an Heretique after the firſt and ſecond admonition; re- 
jeft, knowing that he that is ſuch is ſubverted and finneth, being condemned of 

himſelf : So then, ſay they, (as ſome will nor fail to apply it to M.Bidle ) 

| the Priſoner at the Bar is an Heretique, why? for he denieth the Body and 

; Blood of « hrilt co be really and corporally inthe Sacrament ; ſo ſuch an 

_ one isa (inner, and peryerted fromthe Chriſtzan verity , and from the Ca- 
thol:ke Religion, and is condemned of himſelf: Yes, ſaiththe Arch-biſhop, 

it is impoſſible but he muſt condemn himſelf, his evil is ſo palpable, only 

| he is obſtinace, and will not acknowledg or conf<fſc it : Well then, what 
is to be done with ſuch an Heretique? Why, the Scripture ſaith , after the 
firft and ſecond admonitton rejeRt, We and our Clergy have admoniſhed 

_him often and again, to forſake his wicked Hereſie, yer ſtill he perſiſts, 

therefore is ro be cejeRted, that is, ſay they, and the ignorant ſeduced Ja- 

ries of thoſe times believed them, let him be put to death; vea, ſay they, - 

' - the Scripture is plain, Gal.5.12. 7 would they were even cnt off then trouble 

you: Which though every conſcientious Chriſtian knew in the Apoſtles ' 

| ſenſe never intended more then an Excommunication , as doth alſo the 
forecited rejeR; yer theſe falſe counterfeiting Apoſtles never failed to in; 
rerpret, a cutting off by death. But to ſtrengchentheſe further , they urgW 

2 Pet.2.1.with great vehemency againſt the poor innocents, But there were 

falſe Prophets alſo among the people,cuen as there ſhall be falſe teachers among \ 

yer, who privily ſhall bri:g in damnable hereſies, even denying the Lord that 
bow:ht them, and bring upon themſelves ſwift deftruftion. This nail they drive 

| home into the Saincs Temples, crying out, Theſe are they that deny the Lord 

that bought them, for they deny him: to be corporally preſent in the Holy 

Sacrament, away with them to fire and faggot, for they bring upon them-' 

4 [elves ſwift deſiruton, 

y And this place of Scripture was ſo violently urged in the late Patrlia- 

2 ment againſt Mr. Bide, and made, or ſeemed to make ſo deep an impreſlj- 

| on in the very zealous part of them, that they were even ready to Vote 

upon a {wift and ſudden death, and were very hardly. with-held from it, 

nay, had done it, but that the more conſcientious amongſt chem replied , 

berly, that this place of Scripture could not poſſibly be applied tro M-Bidle, ©. 
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- Kbcingeyiderit that ke was 6 fr from drying the Loi fus Chriſt cor, - 
| be the Lord that bought him, or from denying him to/beMg Meſhahjthe 
Chriſt, the Redeemer; that all the writings called his ; and*his diſcourles,, 
did- manifeſt that he did believe in his heart, and eonfefle with his mouth I 
-: the Lord Jeſas to be his Lord and his God (as afore is more largely exprefſ=+ | -+ = 
ſed) which if it ſhall pleaſe you to-confider, together with what in; the- = + 
© third ver. is ſaiTof the falſe Teachers, viz. a»d through coveton/ſneſs ſhall 
they with feigned words male er chandize of you, ye will find it reaches nog 
Mr. Bidleinsbe leaſt, none in the world being more free fromthe loath- 
fome {in of covetauſnefle, or from making Mcrchandize of any,eyery one 
that knows him, knoweth that he having tood and rayment, 'is therewirh» 
all content, and that he(if any one in the world) accounts godlinefle with 
+ 'Content, the greateſt gain in, ſo as when all the whole Scriptures ares © 
ſearched for matter againſt Mr. Bid/e, let them be but impartially conſider. 
ed, and they will appearno more in juſtification of his moleſtation impri- 
ſonmentr, or further punithment, then they were 'in approving the barba- 
rous cruelties inflicted upon thoſe former ſufferers. - 
_ -»  Sathat ypon your ſerious conſiderarion of all things, it cannot: be 
- doubted;but that Mr.Biale1s as ſafe, whilſt your Chriſtian conſciences thys 
righelyinformed, ſtand-between him and death, as if he wereat his own... 
difpoling; and being ſo through your godly care of him , you will acquit” 
your ſelves as wiſe and diſcreet Chriſtians in the ſight of God, and ftanth 
- thatinnocent Blood, which hath violently been let run formerly in this 


- 


+ "place ppon like occaſions, and free both your ſelves, your poſterity4.and: 
Le Ponotakls City from Judgments and plagues ial for the fon ee 
+ che God of peace, that brovght again from the dead our Lord Jeſus, thwt 
rat Shepherd of the Sheep, through the Blood of the everlaſting Cove=* | 
nant, make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you* - * = 7 
that which 15s well pleaſing in his Gght, through Jeſus Chriſt, ro whom be = 
lory forever and ever. e-Amen, 


FINIS. 


